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DAYTON, Ohio, April 4, 1974 --- Four prominent Dayton residents and a
now famous native Daytonian will receive honorary degrees from the University
of Dayton, UD President Rev. Raymond A. Roesch announced tod8f.
During April 27 commencement exercises the honorary degree will be
awarded to Norman L. Gebhart, General Manager of Delco Moraine 1959-73,
the Doctor of Humanities; the Reverend MOnsignor Joseph D. McFarland,
twenty-five years the pastor of Holy Angels Church, Doctor of Humanities;
the Reverend Gordon Price, Rector of Christ Episcopal Church, Doctor of
Humanities; Josephine Schwarz, Founder of the DSfton Ballet Company,
Doctor of Fine Arts.
World renowned comedian and native DQftonian Jonathan Winters will
receive an honorary Doctor of Humanities during the summer commencement
exercises, on July 28, 1974.
After a 48-year career with General Motors, Norman Gebhart retired
this year as General Manager of Delco Moraine and is retiring from UD's
Board of Trustees on which he served between 1969-74. Deeply involved
with the problems of the community, he is a past president of United Appeal,
the Foreman's Club of Dayton, Junior Achievement and the Dayton Philharmonic
Orchestra, and has served on the Chamber of Commerce, the Community Affairs
Committee and as Chairman of the Area Progress Council.
Monsignor McFarland, a 1918 graduate of UD, celebrated in
golden anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood and the
anniversary of his being named pastor of Holy Angels Church in
He has served as a Judge of the Archdiocesan Marriage Tribunal
Consultor of the Archdiocese for 18 years.
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He has kept in close cooperation with un Campus Ministry and has
extended many years of pastoral service to the students, faculty, staff and
administration of the University. In 1954 he was named by Pope Pius XII
a Domestic Prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor.
The Reverend Price, Rector of Christ Episcopal Church, has been
deeply involved with enabling the church to relate more fully to the
human needs of the community through his connection with agencies such as
the Pastoral Counseling Center, the Suicide Prevention Center, Ministry
with the Deaf, center City School, Citizens for Better Schools, and Family
Service Association.
Josephine Schwarz founded and was director of the EXperimental Group
for Young Dancers, now known as the Dayton Ballet Company. In addition to
studying dance in the U.S. and Europe, she has taught and lectured on dance
throughout the country.
Jonathan Winters, the one-man theatrical troupe, born in Dayton in 1925,
attended school in Springfield and at age 17 joined the Marine Corps. After
two-and.a-half years of duty, which included combat action in the South
Pacific, Jonathan returned home and soon enrolled in Kenyon College in Gambier.
His interest in art, particularly drawing and cartooning, eventually led him
to enter the Dayton Art Institute where he studied two-and-a-half years and
met the woman who was to become his wife, Eileen.
She encouraged him to develop his longstanding interest in entertainment
into a profession. Jonathan Winters· first professional job given to htm by
Jack Wymer, was as an early-morning disc jockey on WING radio.
-more ...

HONORARY DEGREES - continued

Page 2

From WING, Jonathan moved to WENS-TV in Columbus and after three years
struck out for New York where he made his reputation at Manhattan's Blue
Angel nightclub. From there his talent has spread to Broadway, television,
and recording industry and the movies.
Jonathan Winters' has brought laughter and enjoyment to many Americans
_ and.-.has_taken thLQPlLortun1iiy:. t_o -1lr_omo-".t~ the efforta....of his home.town, city
of Dayton, on many occasions and assist in the support of the American Indian
and the various fledging colleges around the nation.
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